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Abstract:
Paper1: "Do unto others as others do unto me?: Voice matters" by Prof LI Jingping
Do we penalize an innocent outsider when we have been unfairly dealt with? Concomitantly, do
we reward outsiders when we have been treated well? And does the mechanism of voice
mediate these outcomes? In this paper, we investigate the effect of voice on serial reciprocity,
i.e., the decisions of recipients who become dictators in a two-stage three-person dictator game.
In the first stage, the randomly assigned dictator shares a pie with a randomly assigned
recipient. This recipient then plays the role of 'Sender' in the second stage dictator game with an
outsider. We find that these recipients-turned-dictators' transfers are not significantly different
from the dictators in the first stage, though they are highly correlated. When recipient in the
first stage, after receiving their transfers are allowed to leave a private message to their
dictators, when it is their turn to become dictators, the amount they transfer increases. Further
evidence shows that having opportunity to voice mainly affects the future decisions of recipients
who received a low amount in the first stage. Voice also reduces the level of correlation between
first stage dictator's and the second stage recipient-turned-dictators' transfers. For recipients
who received a fair amount, voice does not have an effect. We conclude that the voice
opportunity negates the effect of negative serial reciprocity and retains that of positive serial
reciprocity through the mechanism of emotion expression.
Paper 2: "The Cohesion of Village Leaders and Villager Welfare in Chinese-Styled Voluntary
Resettlement: Lab in the Field" by Prof Roland Cheo
In this paper we investigate how the cohesion of village leaders affected the welfare of the
villagers under the backdrop of rural land requisition in seven Chinese villages. We conducted
face-to-face interviews among villagers from affected villages during the consent signing period
followed by a public goods experiment with their village leaders two months after the completion
of the relocation. We find that the average contributions in the public goods game by village
leaders from each village are correlated with their constituencies’ reported support level for the
resettlement project. We show evidence that this may be due to more cohesive village
committees letting the villagers know earlier about the resettlement plans so that they can be
better prepared. We also find that villages with leaders with higher contributions had higher
percentages of villagers who signed the contract on the first day and the least number of
holdouts at the end of signing window.
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